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Inside This Issue:  This fall, the HPLO hosted a reception 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ hǊŜƎƻƴΦέ bŜŀǊƭȅ млл 
members and guests heard presentations 
from Roger Roper, deputy director of the 
State Historic Preservation Office in Salem, 
Art DeMuro, chair of the Portland 
Landmarks Commission, and Peggy 
Moretti, director of the HPLO. 

As each speaker outlined their 
perspectives on achievements, challenges, 
and their vision for the future, consistent 
themes emerged that echo responses to a 
recent HPLO survey calling for: 

¶ A centralized voice for preservation 
and proactive leadership that gets out 
in front of preservation issues, and 
supports rural communities. 

¶ A more holistic approach to preserva-
tion in the context of neighborhoods 
and districts. 

¶ Engaging a broader community, 
including property owners, developers, 
and the next generation. 

¶ A constructive (vs. obstructive) 
orientation demonstrating the real 
economic, environmental, and cultural 
benefits of preservation. 

The Good, the Bad, the Possibilities!  

Specifically, our speakers saw cause for 
celebration in grass roots efforts that have 
protected the Mt. Tabor Reservoirs, Ladd 
Carriage House, and Memorial Coliseum; 
the growth of local preservation 
organizations such as the Bosco-Milligan 
Foundation, Lower Columbia Preservation 
Society; and HPLO; over 60 cities across 
the state have embraced the Oregon Main 
Street program (blending preservation 
with economic development); and the 

accessibility of online resources is growing 
daily.   

This year saw the renewal of the 
Special Assessment program and local 
Landmarks Commissions are beginning to 
play larger roles in planning.  Historic 
public school buildings are being 
recognized as valuable community assets 
(witness the restoration of Jacksonville 
Elementary), and creative examples of 
adaptive reuse are proliferating.   

Still there is work to be done to 
convert grassroots activity into real 
political muscle.  Often local preservation 
ordinances are weak and local planners 
carry an overwhelming workload.  Funding 
and incentives for rehabilitation, including 
seismic and energy upgrades, is 
insufficient, we continue to lose or 
άǊŜƳǳŘŘƭŜέ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ άŘŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 
ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘΦέ  

Looking forward, our speakers 
envision the mainstreaming of 
preservation into land use and economic 
development planning, better funding, 
updated guidelines, adoption of 
preservation within the sustainability 
movement, and stronger statewide 
partnerships.  To that we say Amen! 

The State of Preservation in Oregon 

Field Notes  

The renovated Grand Theater in Salem 

Legislative Updates:  

Special Assessment 
Program Renewed 

The Special Assessment 

program was renewed 

with modifications, 

including a 10-year term 

and lower fees.   
www.oregon.gov/OPRD/HCD/
SHPO/tax_assessment 

Community Restoration 
& Revitalization Act 

Eight amendments to the 
Federal Rehabilitation 
Tax Credit are proposed 
in legislation co-
sponsored by Congress-
man Earl Blumenaur.  
www.preservationnation.org/
issues/rehabilitation-tax-
credits 



HPLO Fie ld Notes  

with any property owner ς residential 

or commercial ς who is interested in 

learning more about the process.   

A historic conservation easement 

(also known as a preservation 

easement) is a legal agreement that 

ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 

future owners.  It is the only means by 

which you can protect a historic 

property in perpetuity.  National 

Register listing is an important 

designation with 

many benefits, but is 

not a guarantee 

against demolition, 

neglect, or loss of 

historic integrity.  An 

easement may also 

convey significant tax 

benefits to the donor.  

The Historic Preservation League 

of Oregon currently holds conservation 

easements on 42 historic properties 

across the state.  Our Easement 

Committee actively monitors these 

properties and reviews new easement 

applications.   

If you are interested in serving on 

our Easement Committee, or if you 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ 

to permanently protect, please contact 

our office at 503 243-1923 or email 

HPLO@HistoricPreservationLeague.org 

 In November the HPLO was most 

pleased to receive a $20,000 grant 

from the Kinsman Foundation to 

expand our historic conservation 

easement program with the goal of 

protecting hundreds of historic 

properties across the state.   

The grant is being used to 

research best practices, update legal 

contracts, engineer processes, 

purchase and implement an easement 

database, develop 

marketing materials, 

and create an 

education program on 

how and when to 

utilize easements for 

proactive preservation.   

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

appreciative of this 

support from the Kinsman 

CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9ŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ 

Committee chairperson Mike Byrnes.  

ά! Ǌƻōǳǎǘ It[h ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 

easement program will have a very 

ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦέ  

Work is already well underway 

and several new conservation 

ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ 

be sharing our presentation on 

easements at the regional Certified 

Local Government workshops 

scheduled for April.  If you know of 

other organizations who would like to 

host a conservation easement 

program, please contact us. 

Yes, We Are Accepting New 

Easements! 

A number of callers have asked if 

the HPLO is accepting donations of 

new conservation easements.  We are 

indeed, and would be happy to consult 
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A conservation easement 

is the only way to ensure 

the permanent protection 

of a historic property .  

Four of the 42 historic properties across 

Oregon permanently protected by a 

conservation easement held by the HPLO 

(top to bottom): The Armstrong House, 

Jacksonville;  The Berg Building, Portland; 

The Monastery Building, Portland;  The 

Redmond Hotel, Redmond.  Photos by 

Robert. Hogan & Michael Hall. 


